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PLN023-19 PLANNING PROPOSAL WATTLEBIRD BUSHLAND RESERVE 
 
Attachments: Appendix A⇩    
   

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

153R Gannons Road, Caringbah (Lot 108 DP 5179) is the parcel of land generously gifted to 

Council by the owner of 153 Gannons Road so that it can become an extension to Wattlebird 

Bushland Reserve.  

This Planning Proposal seeks to rezone that land for open space purposes.  

The Planning Proposal was referred to the Sutherland Shire Local Planning and the Panel 

recommends the land be zoned E2 Environmental Conservation, rather than RE1 Public 
Recreation, to ensure consistency with zoning of the adjoining reserve. Officers acknowledge 

that this is a better outcome. 

This report seeks Council’s endorsement of the amended Planning Proposal and its referral to 

NSW Planning, Industry and Environment for Gateway Determination. 
 

 

REPORT RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT: 

1. The advice of the Sutherland Shire Local Planning Panel in relation to this Planning Proposal 

be accepted that land be zoned E2 Environmental Conservation. 

2. Planning Proposal SSLEP2015 Wattlebird Bushland Reserve, Caringbah South be submitted 

to NSW Planning, Industry and Environment for a Gateway Determination. 

3. Council advise the Department that it is willing to exercise plan making functions pursuant to 
Section 3.31 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  

4. The Chief Executive Officer be given delegated authority to make any amendments that are 

required by the Gateway Determination before the draft planning proposal is exhibited. 

5. Subject to a positive Gateway Determination, the Planning Proposal be exhibited in 

accordance with Council’s policies and the conditions of the Gateway Determination. 
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PURPOSE 
This report seeks Council’s endorsement of the Planning Proposal (Appendix A) for submission to 

NSW Planning, Industry and Environment for Gateway Determination. 

 
BACKGROUND 
Number 153R Gannons Road, Caringbah South has been created from the generous donation of its 

original owner so that the land could be added to Wattlebird Reserve. The land will be maintained by 
Council as a bushland reserve.  

 

Council resolved (PLN036-18, 18 June 2018) to rezone the land at 153R Gannons Road Caringbah 

South (Part Lot 108 DP5179) from R2 Low Density Residential to RE1 Public Recreation, and to 

reclassify the land as ‘Community’. 

 
Council acquired the land on 17 January 2019. In accordance with Section 31 of the Local 

Government Act 1993, the land is now classified as ‘Community Land’. 

 
DISCUSSION 
In line with current requirements, the Planning Proposal was referred to the Sutherland Shire Local 

Planning Panel of the 21st May 2019. The Panel made the following comments: 

 
PANEL DECISION: 

The Sutherland Shire Local Planning Panel advises Council that: 

1. The Panel supports the Council officer’s recommendation that the Planning Proposal proceed to 

Gateway. However, the Panel considers that the land should be zoned E2 to be consistent with 

the adjoining existing reserve land. 

 

2. The Panel was also of the view that the strategic and local merit of the proposal could be 

strengthened given that the landscape character and open space provision of the Shire are very 

important aspects of the character of the Shire and are reflected in the local planning 

instruments. 

 

REASON FOR THE DECISION: 

The proposal is an appropriate measure to preserve the land and its natural environmental character 

and to achieve the intention of the previous owner that the land be available for the future benefit of 

the community as bushland reserve. 

 

VOTES: The decision was unanimous. 
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The Panel’s recommendation to change the zone form RE1 to E2 is logical and supported by officers. 

The RE1 zones seeks to enable land to be used for public open space and recreational purposes. In 

comparison the E2 zone seeks to protect, manage and restore areas of high ecological, scientific, 

cultural or aesthetic values. Given that the land has been given to Council to preserve its ecological 

value, the E2 zone is a better fit. It has been applied to bushland areas throughout the Sutherland 

Shire to protect local biodiversity, which is the intent of this gift of land. 

 
The draft Planning Proposal has been amended to apply the E2 zoning and to strengthen the strategic 

and local merit of the proposal.   

 
RESOURCING STRATEGY IMPLICATIONS 
Management of Council’s Local Environmental Plan (SSLEP2015) is conducted within the budget 

allocation of Strategic Planning. 
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Subject to a positive Gateway Determination, the following consultation activities will be undertaken: 

Public exhibition of the Planning Proposal on Council’s Join the Conversation website for a 

period set by the Gateway Determination 

Publication of an advertisement in the local newspaper 

Exhibition at all Sutherland Shire Council libraries and the Administration Building. 

 
STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT 
This proposals assists Council in meeting the following strategic objective:  

Community Strategic Plan Strategy Delivery Program (2017-2021) Deliverables 

2.2 Enhance and  protect diverse natural 
habitats 

 

 
POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and Regulations require Council to submit all 

Planning Proposals for a Gateway Determination before being placed on public exhibition. The 

recommendations contained in this report will initiate this process. 

 
CONCLUSION 
The addition of this land to Wattlebird Bushland Reserve will increase bushland and open space 

available to residents, while helping preserve the natural qualities of the locality. The Planning 

Proposal now seeks to rezone the land E2 Environmental Conservation so that it is consistent with the 

intent of the gift of the land and the adjoining zoning. It is recommended that the Planning Proposal be 

referred to the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment for Gateway Determination. 
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RESPONSIBLE OFFICER 
The officer responsible for the preparation of this Report is the Manager Strategic Planning, Mark 

Carlon, who can be contacted on 9710 0523. 

 

File Number: 2019/334055 
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2. A program of community engagement be undertaken to inform the development of the Local 

Strategic Planning Statement. 

 

3. A Councillor study group be established to progress the Local Strategic Planning Statement. 

 

 
Minute No: 191  
PLN023-19 Planning Proposal Wattlebird Bushland Reserve 

 File Number: 2019/334055 
 

RESOLVED: (Councillor Provan/Councillor Forshaw*) 
THAT: 

1. The advice of the Sutherland Shire Local Planning Panel in relation to this Planning Proposal 

be accepted that land be zoned E2 Environmental Conservation. 
 

2. Planning Proposal SSLEP2015 Wattlebird Bushland Reserve, Caringbah South be submitted 

to NSW Planning, Industry and Environment for a Gateway Determination. 

 

3. Council advise the Department that it is willing to exercise plan making functions pursuant to 
Section 3.31 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  

 

4. The Chief Executive Officer be given delegated authority to make any amendments that are 
required by the Gateway Determination before the draft planning proposal is exhibited. 

 

4. Subject to a positive Gateway Determination, the Planning Proposal be exhibited in 

accordance with Council’s policies and the conditions of the Gateway Determination. 

 
Upon moving the Resolution in bulk, a Division was taken to be called on the Resolution and 
the following votes were recorded: 
 
In Favour of the Resolution were Councillors Boyd, Collier, Croucher, Forshaw, Johns, McLean, 

Nicholls, Provan, Riad, Scaysbrook, Simone, Simpson and Steinwall. 

 
The decision was unanimous. 
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